
         (including 189,000 children under age 18)  

live in households that are below the federal  

poverty threshold.* 
*$20,160 for a family of three in 2016.

611,000 Minnesotans

Economic Instability
in Minnesota

Poverty Data from the US Census Bureau (2014)

Free and Reduced Lunch Data from the Minnesota Department of Education (2015-16)

Working Family Credit Data from the Minnesota Department of Revenue (2013)

MFIP Data from the Minnesota Department of Human Services (July 2016, includes those 
adults in the Diversionary Work Program)

Food Shelf Data from Hunger Solutions Minnesota (2014)

For more information on Minnesota’s children and families, visit the Minnesota KIDS 
COUNT 2016 County Fact Sheets by Children’s Defense Fund - Minnesota at cdf-mn.org.

For additional information, please contact  
Executive Director Anne Krisnik, akrisnik@jrlc.org  

Statewide Organizer Ana Ashby, ana@jrlc.org 
JRLC Phone 612-870-3670

The Minnesota Family Investment Program 
(MFIP) helps families meet their basic needs 
while working toward financial stability.

7 of 10 MFIP recipients are children
          50% of those are under age 5

Benton
County

Population: 39,710 

Households in Poverty: 13.6% 
(up from 6.7% in 2000) 

Children Receiving Free/Reduced 
Lunch: 33.1% 

Families Receiving the Working 
Family Credit: 16% 

Average Amount of Credit: $614 

Active MFIP Cases: 196 

Pounds of Food Distributed from 
Reporting Food Shelves: 232,483 
(42% increase from 2004)

“Many families in our area are really 
struggling to make ends meet.  The 
lack of good paying jobs affects so 
many physically and emotionally.” 

~ Rev. Kevin Anderson, Princeton

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did it for me. 

~ Matthew. 25:40



INTERFAITH ADVOCACY FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

www.jrlc.org  |  612-870-3670  |         jrlcmn  |        @jrlcmn

Strengthen the Safety Net  
for Low-Income Families and Children

Remove the Marriage Disincentive  
for Families on MFIP

Improve the Working Family Credit 
and Increase Assets for Working Families

The Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) provides work support and temporary cash 
assistance for children and their parents - often low wage workers between jobs.  MFIP cash 
assistance for a family of three is a maximum of $532 per month. It has not changed since 
1986.  We support an increase of $100 per month for these families.

Under current law, parents on MFIP often lose their benefits when they marry, based on the 
addition of the new spouse’s income.  This loss of benefits creates a disincentive for couples 
to marry.  We know children benefit from stable families with two parents.  Under our 
proposal, families participating in MFIP would be eligible to continue their participation for 18 
months after they marry, without regard to the new spouse’s income.  They would receive no 
additional funds for marrying.

The Working Family Credit provides a tax credit for working people with lower incomes, 
helping them meet basic needs and support their families.  JRLC supports expansion of the 
Credit to provide tax relief to these families and to include younger workers.

2017 Legislative Agenda
Moving Families Into Economic Stability

The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition is part of the following coalitions: 
 Homes For All  |  Kids Can’t Wait  |   Minnesota Asset Building Coalition  |   Prosperity for All 

Minnesota Council of Churches  |  Minnesota Catholic Conference   |  Jewish Community Relations Council  |  Islamic Center of Minnesota


